
Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (c. 1526-1594) received his early musical training in Rome, assuming the position of
choirmaster of the Cappell Giullia at St. Peter’s Basilica in 1550. As one of the greatest composers of the Italian
Renaissance, Palestrina produced a number of masses, motets, and other sacred works. In 1577, he was commis-
sioned to rewrite the church’s main plainchant books, following the Catholic Church’s new guidelines for musical
cogency and textual intelligibility. The Missa Brevis provides an excellent example of the refined, seamless texture
called for by church leaders in that the melodic motion is generally stepwise and dissonance is utilized in a conservative
manner.

This may by played by two trumpets and trombone or substitute the French horn in place of the 2nd trumpet part.

Technical level is grade 2 1/2. Performance time is  1’35”.
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